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TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: YOUNG AFRIKANERS THREATEN BOLT FROM NEW REPUBLICAN PARTY 
REF: PRETORIA 3303, 

1 . DR. JOHAN PRINS, A YOUNG (35) AFRIKANER VERLIGTE 
LEADER IN THE NEW PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION, THE NEW 
REPUBLIC PARTY (NRP) (REFTEL), TOLD AN EMBOFF JULY 8 THAT 
HIS FACTION WAS EXTREMELY BITTER ABOUT BEING EXCLUDED 
FROM THE PARTY LEADERSHIP AND WAS SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING 
BOLTING. PRINS, A COMPARATIVE NEOPHYTE IN SOUTH AFRICAN 
POLITICS WHO PLAYED AN INTEGRAL ROLE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
LEADING TO THE NRP'S FORMATION, EMERGED FROM THOSE DIS- 
CUSSIONS AND THE NRP CONVENTION AS THE UNQUESTIONED LEADER 
OF THE PARTY'S YOUNG AFRIKANER VERLIGTES. DURING THE NEGO- 
TIATIONS AND AT THE NRP CONVENTION, HE AND HIS GROUP HAD 
TRIED TO CONVINCE THE NRP'S LEADERSHIP THAT THE NEW PARTY 
COULD ATTRACT A SIZEABLE NUMBER OF YOUNG AFRIKANERS FROM 
THE NATIONAL PARTY IF YOUNG AFRIKANERS WERE GIVEN NRP 
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS. BUT THEY WERE REBUFFED. 
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2. AS A RESULT, PRINS TOLD THE EMBOFF, THE NRP HAD BECOME 
A "WARMED-OVER” UNITED PARTY (UP) WITH A NEW FACADE. HE 
SAID HE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY WARNED INTERIM PARTY LEADER SIR 
DE VILLIERS GRAAFF THAT UNLESS HE (PRINS) OR ONE OF HIS 
DEPUTIES WERE NAMED TO THE NRP'S CONTEMPLATED "LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL", HE WOULD ADVISE HIS FOLLOWERS TO SERIOUSLY RE- 
THINK THEIR PARTY ALLEGIANCE. IN ADDITION, PRINS SAID, IF, 
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AS IS RUMORED, PARLIAMENTARY LEADER RADCLYFFE CADMAN (WHO 
CANNOT SPEAK AFRIKAANS) IS NAMED PARTY LEADER, HE AND 
HIS SUPPORTERS WOULD IMMEDIATELY BOLT THE PARTY. 

3. COMMENT: THE NRP'S ATTEMPT TO BECOME A BROAD-BASED CENTRIST 
PARTY IS ALREADY SHOWING SIGNS OF DETERIORATION. 

ITS CONSERVATIVE ELEMENT HAS SERVED NOTICE THAT IT 
OPPOSES CONTINUED UNITY NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PROGRESSIVE- 
REFORM PARTY; AND NOW THE YOUNG AFRIKANER VERLIGTES, WHO 
FAVOR SUCH NEGOTIATIONS, ARE CONTEMPLATING A BOLT IF 
THEIR LEADERSHIP ASPIRATIONS ARE NOT RECOGNIZED. THE NEXT 
FEW MONTHS WILL TELL IF THESE DIFFERENCES CAN BE IRONED 
OUT OR IF THE NRP COALITION, LIKE THE UP COALITION BEFORE 
IT, WILL FACE A COLLAPSE FROM ITS OWN INTERNAL CONTRADICTIONS. 
BOWDLER 
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